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reddish hue and of an appearance that was per-
fectly hideous and revolting*

I was told that during the months of June,
July and August, of 1855, seventy-five thousand
people had been decapitated; that more than half
of that number were declared to be innocent of the
charge of rebellion, but that the accusation was
made as a pretext to exact money from them.
This wholesale slaughter, unparalleled in the
annals of modern civilization, eclipsing even the
enormities and blood-thirstiness of Caligula and
Nero, or even the French Revolution, was per-
petrated by Yeh Ming Hsin, who was appointed
viceroy of Kwang Tung and Ewangsi in
1854.

Yeh Ming Hsin was a native of Han-Yang.
Han-Yang is a part of the port of Hankau, and
was destroyed with it when the Taiping rebels
took possession of it. It was said that Yeh
Ming Hsin had immense estates in Han-Yang,
which were completely destroyed by fire. This
circumstance embittered him towards the Tai-
ping rebels and as the Taiping leaders hailed
from Kwang Tung and Kwangsi, he naturally
transferred his hatred to the people of those two
provinces. It was in the lofty position of a
viceroy that lie found Ms opportunity to wreak the work was
